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Aehrenthal thanked him for his confidence, but, follow*
ing Bismarck's earlier advice to take a reserved attitude
until Russia should show her hand and declare more defi-
nitely her intentions, gave a dilatory and non-committal
reply. He merely remarked that it was a difficult problem,
and that if the Straits Question were really opened up,
Austria would want to define her attitude, adding:
I beg you to inform me in good time before the moment
comes for putting the Russian plans into action, precisely
as I should feel myself under obligations to inform the Rus-
sian Government in case Austria-Hungary should ever in-
tend to annex Bosnia and Herzegovina.23
Shortly afterwards Aehrenthal told Conrad, the Aus-
trian Chief of Staff, that Russia, having limited her policy
in Asia, "will now take up again her Western Balkan policy
and demand freedom of the Straits for Russian vessels, but
not for others'5; and the two discussed the annexation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as possible compensation for con-
ceding the freedom of the Straits to Russia.24 Here then
at Vienna, in September, 1907, in the confidential conver-
sation of Izvolski and Aehrenthal, was foreshadowed the
bargain which was struck between them at Buchlau just a
year later.
Izvolski apparently did not proceed immediately with
his plans, possibly because of Aehrenthal's reserved attitude
and because of England's known opposition to them. But a
few months later, after Aehrenthal had "thrown a bomb
between his legs"25 by his statement in the Delegations of
23 Q.P., XXII, 81, 84.                        24 Conrad, I, 513 f., 528; 530.
25 "C'est une bombe qu'il m'a jetee entre les jambes," said Izvolski
to the German Ambassador in St. Petersburg, referring to Aehrenthal's
announcement of the Sanjak railway project; G.P., XXV, 313. Izvolski
at once countered with a Danube-Adriatic railway project which would
cut Austria's projected line at right angles, and greatly benefit Serbia
by giving her direct access to the sea. On these rival railway projects
see G.P., XXV, 281-382; Schwertfeger, Zur Europdischen Politik, III,